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REMARKS 

Claims 12-19, 24, 25, 31-35, 37-40, 46, 47, 50, 51, and 62-27 are pending in the 
application. In the Office Action of April 19, 2007, the Examiner believes that claim 12 is 
generic and has required an election of a single disclosed species. 

Applicants traverse this requirement. Reconsideration and withdrawal thereof are 
earnestly requested. 

The Examiner states that the claims are drawn to different target nucleic acids (target 
genes), including a cancer gene (claim 13), a viral gene (claim 17) and a gene involved with a 
metabolic or immunological disorder (claim 1 9). Further, the Examiner believes that these target 
nucleic acids are distinct. 

Applicants submit that claim 12 is directed to a method for inhibiting expression of a 
protein by a large circular single-stranded nucleic acid molecule targeted to an RNA encoding 
the protein. In the presently claimed invention, the target protein in the inventive large circular 
single-stranded nucleic acid molecule can be any protein. Therefore, regardless of the types of 
the target proteins, at least one target gene-specific antisense region is required in the inventive 
large circular single-stranded nucleic acid molecule. Accordingly, claims 13, 17, and 19 are 
linked by a special technical feature, which is a method for inhibiting expression of a protein. 

Applicants also submit that there is not a serious burden placed upon the Examiner to 
search and consider all of the alleged species. 

However, in order to be responsive to the outstanding single species election requirement, 
Applicants provisionally elect to prosecute a cancer recited in claim 13, leukemia recited in 
claims 14 and 15 as a cancer, and MYB recited in claim 16 as a target protein, with traverse. It is 
believed that the elected species are readable upon all of the pending claims. 
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Accordingly, early examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge JHK Law's Deposit Account No. 
502486 for such fees required under 37 CFR §§ 1.16 and 1.17 and to credit any overpayment to 
said Deposit Account No. 502486. 



April 25, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 



/Joseph Hyosuk Kim/ 

Joseph Hyosuk Kim, Ph. D. 
Registration No. 41,425 

JHK Law 

P.O. Box 1078 
La Canada, CA 91012-1078 
Telephone: 818-249-8177 
Facsimile: 818-249-8277 
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